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to the audience was probably circular, I now believe
that the house was denominated only from its sign;
which was a figure of Hercules supporting the Globe,
under which was written. Tot us mundus a git his*
trionem9. This theatre wras burnt down on the 29th
of June, 1618'; but it was rebuilt in the following

9 Stowe informs us, that " the allowed Stewhoiises [antece-
dent to the year 154-5] had signes on their frontes towards the
Thames, not hanged out, but painted on the walles; as a Boares
Head, The Cross Keyes, The Gunne, The Castle, The Crane,
The Cardinal's Hat, The Bell, The Swanne," &c. Survey of
London,, 4-to. 1603, p. 4-09. The houses which continued to
carry on the same trade after the ancient and privileged edifices
had been put down, probably were distinguished by the old
signs ; and the sign of the Globe, which theatre was in their
neighbourhood, was perhaps, in imitation of them, painted on
its wall.

1 The following account of this accident is given by Sir Henry
Wotton, in a letter dated July 2, 1613, Reliq. Wotton, p. 425,
edit. 1685: " Now to let matters of state sleepe, I will enter-
tain you at the present with what happened this week at the
Banks side. The Kings players had a new play called All is
true, representing some principal pieces of the reign of Henry
the Eighth, which was set forth with many extraordinary circum-
stances of pomp and majesty, even to the matting of the stage;
the knights of the order with their Georges and Garter, the
guards with their embroidered coats, and the like : sufficient in
truth within a while to make greatness very familiar, if not
ridiculous. Now King Henry making a Masque at the Cardinal
Wolsey's house, and certain cannons being shot off at his entry,
some of the paper or other stuff, wherwith one of them was
stopped, did light on the thatch, where being thought at first but
an idle smoak, and their "eyes more attentive to the show, it
kindled inwardly, and ran round like a train, consuming within
less than an hour the whole house to the very ground. This was
the fatal period of that virtuous fabrick, wherein yet nothing did
perish but wood and straw, and a few forsaken cloaks ; only one
man had his breeches set on fire, that would perhaps have broyle.d
him, if he had not by the benefit of a provident wit, put it out
with bottle ale.'*

From a letter of Mr. John Chamberlaine's to Sir Ralph Win-
wood, dated July 8, 1613, in which this accident is likewise
mentioned, we learn that this theatre had only two doors. " The
burning of the Globe or playhouse on the Bankside on St. Peter's
cfay cannot escape you ; which fell out by a. peal of chambers,
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